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Stage: 

List: 
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A
dding suffixes beginning w

ith vow
el letters to w

ords ending in –fer. 
The r is doubled if the –feris still stressed w

hen the ending is added. If the –feris not stressed 
then the r isn’t doubled. 

Introduction
W

hen adding a suffix to root w
ords that end in ‘fer’, the final ‘r’ is 

dropped w
hen the ‘fer’ is not stressed in the new

ly created w
ord. 

If the ‘fer’ is still stressed then the final ‘r’ rem
ains creating double 

‘rr’.

M
ain 

Teaching 
A

ctivity 

The spelling list contains a m
ix of w

ords based on how
 they are 

pronounced. Show
 children the pow

er point slide and ask them
 to 

create the new
 w

ord by adding ‘ing’ and ‘ence’ to each root w
ord 

and follow
ing the rule about w

hether or not the sound ‘fer’ is 
stressed or not. 

Independent 
A

ctivity
In sm

all groups, draw
 tw

o stick figures on tw
o w

hite boards. Each 
figure should have the sam

e num
ber of parts. The goal is to m

ake 
the other group’s stick m

an invisible before the other group does it 
to you. G

ive each group a w
ord to spell. If they spell it correctly, 

erase one piece of the other group’s stick figure. If they do not 
spell the w

ord correctly, leave their stick figure unchanged. Then 
repeat. The first team

 w
ith an invisible m

an loses!

S
p
e
llin

g
s

re
fe
rrin

g

p
re
fe
rre

d

t
ra
n
s
fe
rrin

g

re
fe
re
n
c
e

re
fe
re
e

p
re
fe
re
n
c
e

t
ra
n
s
fe
re
n
c
e

d
iffe

re
n
c
e

in
fe
re
n
c
e

c
o
n
fe
rrin

g



A
d
d
 t

h
e
 s

u
ffix

e
s
 ‘in

g
’ a

n
d
 ‘e

n
c
e
’ t

o
 e

a
c
h
 o

f t
h
e
 

w
o
rd

s
 in

 t
h
e
 lis

t
 a

n
d
 d

e
c
id

e
 if t

h
e
y
 n

e
e
d
 a

 
d
o
u
b
le

 ‘r’ o
r n

o
t
.

re
fe

r

p
re

fe
r

t
ra

n
s
fe

r

re
fe

r

d
iffe

r

in
fe

r

c
o
n
fe

r

+
 in

g

+
 e

n
c
e



S
p
e
llin

g
s

1
st
A
tt
e
m
p
t

2
nd
A
tt
e
m
p
t

3
rd
A
tt
e
m
p
t

re
fe
rrin

g

p
re
fe
rre

d

t
ra
n
s
fe
rrin

g

re
fe
re
n
c
e

re
fe
re
e

p
re
fe
re
n
c
e

t
ra
n
s
fe
re
n
c
e

d
iffe

re
n
c
e

in
fe
re
n
c
e

c
o
n
fe
rrin

g

Stage: 5
A

dding suffixes beginning w
ith vow

el letters to w
ords ending in –fer. The r is doubled if the –

feris still stressed w
hen the ending is added. If the –feris not stressed then the r isn’t doubled. 

N
am

e:
List: 15
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Stage: 5
Spelling

Rules: A
dding suffixes beginning w

ith vow
el letters to w

ords ending in –fer. 
The r is doubled if the –feris still stressed w

hen the ending is added. If the –feris not stressed 
then the r isn’t doubled. 

N
am

e:

List: 15
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