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Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use modal verbs to say how likely something is to happen. 

•  I can explain what a modal verb is. 
•  I can identify modal verbs in texts. 
•  I can use modal verbs in my own writing to describe  

exactly how likely something is to happen. 



Introductory Activity 



  

Modal Verbs 
Have a look at the list opposite 
and see if you can think of a 
sentence that uses each 
possibility.  

Write your 
sentences on  
a whiteboard. 

I can…  e.g. I can do a handstand 
I could… 
I may… 
I might…  
I will… 
I would… 
I must…  
I should…  
I ought to… 

Share your answers with a partner. 
Did you come up with any similar ideas?  



  

Modal Verbs 
The words on the previous page are known as modal 
verbs. 

Because the modal verb is not the main verb in the 
sentence, it is sometimes called just the ‘modal’ or the 

auxiliary verb.  

One day he might be King. 

Modal verbs work with another verb to describe how likely 
things are to happen or to what degree of certainty something 

is known. 

modal 
verb 

infinitive of 
the verb ‘to 

be’  
might 

be 



    

Modal Verbs 
Can you see any way to organise 
these modal verbs into smaller 
groups that have something in 
common? 

might  

could 
may 

would will 

must shoul
d 

ought to   

Talk to a partner to help you 
decide and discuss why you are 
putting some words together. 

can 

Explain to the class why you 
have grouped them 

together.  



  

Modal Verbs 
How did you get on? 
This is one possible way to organise these modal verbs.  

might  

could 

may 

would will 

must 

should 

ought to   

can 

These words indicate 
that something might  
or might not happen. 

These words indicate 
that something needs  

to happen but still  
might not.   

These words indicate  
a degree of certainty 

that something  
will happen.  

Did you find any others? 



  

Modal Verbs 

I can do a handstand   

You must try the spaghetti.     
You must not (mustn’t) try the spaghetti. 

Can you think of the negative forms of these modal verbs? 

You can also make 
modal verbs negative. 

I can not (can’t) do a handstand   
We could have an ice cream.   
We could not (couldn’t) have an ice cream. 
It may be sunny tomorrow.   
It may not be sunny tomorrow.   
This might take a long time.   
This might not (mightn’t) take a long time. 



  

Modal Verbs 

I will take more care next time.  
I will not (won’t) take more care next time 
I would like to leave this place.  
I would not (wouldn’t) like to leave this place. 
You must take a closer look.   
You must not (mustn’t) take a closer look. 
I should really have a holiday.  
I should not (shouldn’t) really have a holiday. 
I’ve heard a lot about it, I ought to go there.  
I’ve heard a lot about it, I ought not (oughtn’t) to go there. 



Independent Focused 
Activity 



  

Complete the Sentences 
with Modal Verbs 

Work on your own to complete 
the Complete the Sentences 
with Modal Verbs Activity 
Sheet. 



Review Activity 



  

Ranking Modal Strength 
With a partner, cut out the modal verbs from the sheet you are given 
and rearrange them on the line in order of strength! 

Can you agree an order as a class?  
Move the words below around until you agree. 

ought 
to may woul

d 
will must might can could shoul

d 

not happening definitely happening 

Then taking turns with your partner, make a series of sentences using 
each of the words from the chart in order – can you make them 
amusing or tell a story through the sentences you choose?  



Consolidation Activity 



  

Using Modal Verbs to 
Assess Situations 

Work on your own to take these unusual situations (such as a teddy 
bear playing for Manchester United) and use modal verbs to suggest 
some of the implications and possibilities.  



Assessment 



  

Mini Test 
Use all of the information you 
have learned 
and practised about using modal 
verbs. 

Work on  
your own to 

complete the 
Using Modal 

Verbs to Indicate 
Possibility Mini 

Test. 



  

My Future Life with Modal Verbs 
Use all of the information you 
have learned 
and practised about using modal 
verbs. 

Work on your 
own to 

complete the 
Application 

Activity. 



  

  

Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use modal verbs to say how likely something is to happen. 

•  I can explain what a modal verb is. 
•  I can identify modal verbs in texts. 
•  I can use modal verbs in my own writing to describe  

exactly how likely something is to happen. 




