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Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use brackets to show parenthesis.  

•  I can explain that round brackets belong around extra detail that has 
been added to a sentence. 

•  I can explain that the sentence would make sense without the 
information in the brackets. 

•  I can identify where brackets belong. 

•  I can create my own sentences which use brackets.  
•  I can explain different uses for round brackets.  



Introductory Activity 



  

Round Brackets 

Types of Brackets 
There are two main kinds of brackets, both of which come in pairs – round 

brackets ( ) and square brackets [ ]. We are going to focus on round brackets. 

CAUTION! 
A round bracket is also known as a parenthesis. 

Parenthesis can also mean a word,  phrase or clause inserted into a 
sentence which is grammatically complete without it.   

To help us to be clear, we will call ( ) round brackets and call the 
additional word or phrase a ‘parenthesis’. 



  

Round Brackets 

Parentheses are words, phrases or clauses inserted into sentences which are 
grammatically complete without them.  

 
The information, which can be removed and the sentence still make sense, goes 

inside the brackets. 

Example: Andrew (our best goalkeeper) saved the goal.  



  

Round Brackets for Extra Detail  

Let’s Have a Practise.  
We will use the Brackets for Parenthesis Powerpoint Quiz to help us understand 

how to use brackets correctly.  
 

Use your whiteboard to display your answer. 



Independent Focused 
Activity 



  

Quiet Parenthesis 

Let's focus on those quiet parentheses. You use them to surround something that 
seems a bit out of place in the sentence—an aside, a extra detail, or an intrusion. 
You can add the information into the brackets to change the impact of the 
sentence. 

Sentence without brackets – That morning he dressed in a grey tracksuit and 
trainers. 
 
Aside - That morning (which was to change his life forever) he dressed in a 
tracksuit and trainers. 
 
Extra detail - That morning he dressed in tracksuit (new, grey) and trainers. 
 
An authorial intrusion  – That morning he dressed in a tracksuit (he was as fit 
as a fiddle) and trainers. 



  

Quiet Parenthesis 



Review Activity 



  

Other Uses for Round Brackets 

Remember - Parentheses are words, phrases or clauses inserted into 
sentences which are grammatically complete without them. Here are some 
ways that information, which could be removed and the sentence still make 
sense, can be added using round brackets:  
 
1. An extra detail – The passenger train (which was late) pulled up at the 
station. 
2. To offer the reader an aside – I'm heading out (movie night), but I'll call you 
in the morning. 
3. An authorial intrusion – Trainspotting (what a unique past time) was her 
favourite hobby.  
4. A list which interrupts a sentence – The three busiest train stations in Great 
Britain (Waterloo, Victoria, Liverpool Street) are all based in London. 
5. A date, or the birth and death of a person – William Tate (February 1798 – 
20 April 1873) was the architect who designed Waterloo Bridge Station.   
6. A Latin name used after a common name – The film ‘My Fair Lady’ opens 
with Eliza Doolittle selling violets (violas) outside Covent Garden. 



  

Other Uses for Round Brackets 



Consolidation Activity 



  

Having Fun with Brackets 

Once you get the hang of using brackets to add extra details correctly you can 
have fun with them as long as you stick to the rule that the passage of writing 
still needs to make sense if you take the parenthesis away.   
 
Why not try: 
• Experimenting with opening the embedded clause in different ways – My 
neighbours (whom had lived in the house all their lives) objected to the plans 
for the new extension.  

• Adding a complete sentence as a parenthesis – Today we went on a trip to 
York. (I had never been to York before.)  
 
Note  - The full stop follows the closing bracket except when the entire 
sentence falls within brackets as a separate sentence.  

Write on your whiteboard some sentences which use brackets like the examples 
above.  



Assessment 



  

Other Uses for Round Brackets 

Use all of the information you have learned and practised about brackets. Work 
on your own to complete the Mini Test Activity Sheet. 



  

Other Uses for Round Brackets 

Use all of the information you have learned and practised about expanded 
brackets. Work on your own to complete the Application Activity. 



  

  

Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use brackets to show parenthesis.  

•  I can explain that round brackets belong around extra detail that has 
been added to a sentence. 

•  I can explain that the sentence would make sense without the 
information in the brackets. 

•  I can identify where brackets belong. 

•  I can create my own sentences which use brackets.  
•  I can explain different uses for round brackets.  




