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Stage: 
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5
W

ords w
ith ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters w

hose presence cannot be predicted from
 the 

pronunciation of the w
ord).

Introduction
There are lots of w

ords in the English language that have silent 
letters. These can occur throughout a w

ord and cannot be 
predicted from

 the pronunciation of the w
ord. Can the children 

think of any exam
ples?

M
ain 

Teaching 
A

ctivity 

U
sing the pow

er point slide as children to com
e and circle the 

silent sound in each of the spelling list w
ords. 

D
iscuss the finding and any m

isconceptions.

Independent 
A

ctivity
Children w

ork in sm
all groups to spell the w

ords a letter at a tim
e. The 

first child picks a w
ord from

 the spelling list and tells the group, they 
then w

rite the first letter of that w
ord and pass the board to their left. 

The next child w
rites the next letter and so on. If a m

istake is m
ade 

then the w
ord is erased and the you start again on the sam

e w
ord. 

O
nce the w

ord is com
pleted and correct the next child chooses a new

 
w

ord and it starts again.

S
p
e
llin

g
s

d
o
u
b
t

is
la
n
d

la
m
b

s
o
le
m
n

t
h
is
t
le

a
u
t
u
m
n

b
u
ild

re
c
e
ip
t

a
s
c
e
n
d

d
is
c
ip
le

17



W
h
ic

h
 s

o
u
n
d
s
 a

re
 s

ile
n
t
 in

 t
h
e
 w

o
rd

s
 b

e
lo

w
?
 

C
irc

le
 t

h
e
m

.

d
o
u
b
t

is
la

n
d

la
m

b
s
o
le

m
n

a
s
c
e
n
d

t
h
is

t
le

a
u
t
u
m

n
b
u
ild

re
c
e
ip

t
 

d
is

c
ip

le



S
p
e
llin

g
s

1
st
A
tt
e
m
p
t

2
nd
A
tt
e
m
p
t

3
rd
A
tt
e
m
p
t

d
o
u
b
t

is
la
n
d

la
m
b

s
o
le
m
n

t
h
is
t
le

a
u
t
u
m
n

b
u
ild

re
c
e
ip
t

a
s
c
e
n
d

d
is
c
ip
le

Stage: 5
Spelling

Rules:  W
ords w

ith ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters w
hose presence cannot be predicted 

from
 the pronunciation of the w

ord)
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