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Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use connecting adverbs to help build cohesion within 

paragraphs. 

•  I can explain why we use cohesive devices. 
•  I can identify connecting adverbs and explain why they maintain 

cohesion within a paragraph. 

•  I can explain that connecting adverbs are mobile and can be used in 
different places in sentences to add cohesion. 

•  I can explain that connecting adverbs can be grouped and often match 
particular text types. 



Introductory Activity 



  

Creating Cohesion 
Talk to a partner and make a list together. 
How many different ways can you think of to link ideas within a 
paragraph?  
What types of words or phrases might we use? 

•  What is a paragraph? 

Revision questions: 

•  How can we link the ideas  
within a paragraph? 

•  Why do we use them? 



  

Creating Cohesion 
When the ideas within paragraphs link well together we say the 
paragraph  
has cohesion. 

You can think of cohesion like glue holding the text 
together. 

•  It keeps order in the 

paragraph. 

•  Related ideas are kept 

together. 

•  It makes it easier for the 

reader to understand the 

text. 

•  Ideas flow more smoothly. 

•  It provides links between 

ideas. 

What does cohesion do? Discuss your ideas with the other children in your 
group. 



  

Creating Cohesion 
Connect ideas in separate sentences by using connecting adverbs. 
Connecting adverbs (and adverbial phrases and clauses) maintain the 
cohesion of a text in several ways, including: 

•  emphasis/addition – furthermore, moreover, also 

•  indicating time – just then, meanwhile, later, after 

•  indicating result – therefore, consequently, as a result 

•  listing - first of all, finally 

•  explaining – for example, in other words, that is to say 

•  reinforcing – besides, anyway, after all 

•  opposition – however, nevertheless, on the other hand, instead, in 
contrast, looking at it another way. 



  

Creating Cohesion 

Connecting adverbs/adverbials can help to create cohesion within 
paragraphs.  
 

They join separate sentences together and ensure that ideas flow more 
smoothly.  
 

They are mobile and can be used in different places in sentences. 
Example: 

The brown bear looks cuddly. However, he is not a friendly animal. 

The brown bear looks cuddly. He is not, however, a friendly animal.  

‘However’ connects the ideas 
in the two separate sentences. 



  

Creating Cohesion 
Commas are often used to mark off connecting adverbs/adverbials. 
Can you spot the connecting adverbs / adverbials in these sentences? 

First of all, I want to welcome you to the meeting.  
 
I didn’t think much of the film. Helen, on the other hand, enjoyed 
it. 
 
I was upset. However, I didn’t say anything.  



  

Creating Cohesion 
Answers 

First of all, I want to welcome you to the meeting.  
 
I didn’t think much of the film. Helen, on the other hand, enjoyed 
it. 
 
I was upset. However, I didn’t say anything.  



Independent Focused 
Activity 



  

Spot the Cohesive Device 
Remember – When the ideas 
within paragraphs link well 
together we say the 
paragraph has cohesion. You 
can think of cohesion like 
glue holding the text 
together. You can connect 
ideas in separate sentences 
by using connecting adverbs. 



Review Activity 



  

Find a Friend 
Recap – Connecting adverbs can be grouped according to their 
function. This may help you understand them a bit better: 

Look at your connecting adverb and find a partner who has an 
adverb with the same function. 

Can you find another person who belongs with your adverb? 

Can you create two sentences which are linked together using one 
of the connecting adverbs?  



  

Match it 
Did you notice anything about the type of text your 
connecting adverb fitted well with? 



Consolidation Activity 



  

Match it 

The kind of connecting adverb used is often a key identifying 
feature of a particular kind of text and used for a particular 
purpose.  

Different types of text may use particular types of connecting adverbs, 
but some connecting adverbs can be used in more than one type of text.  



  

Match it 
Talk to a partner. Match the heading to the type of text the connecting 
adverbs would work well with. 

Non-
chronological 

Reports 
Explanations Instructions and 

Procedures 

Discussions or 
balanced 
arguments 

Diaries Recounts Persuasion Stories 



Assessment 



  

Mini Test 

Use all of the information you 
have learned and practised 
about cohesive devices 
within paragraphs. Work on 
your own to complete 
the Mini Test Activity Sheet. 



  

Application Activity 

Use all of the information you 
have learned and practised 
about cohesive devices 
within paragraphs. Work on 
your own to complete the 
Application Activity Sheet. 



  

  

Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can use connecting adverbs to help build cohesion within 

paragraphs. 

•  I can explain why we use cohesive devices. 
•  I can identify connecting adverbs and explain why they maintain 

cohesion within a paragraph. 

•  I can explain that connecting adverbs are mobile and can be used in 
different places in sentences to add cohesion. 

•  I can explain that connecting adverbs can be grouped and often match 
particular text types. 




