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Stage: 

List: 

S
p
e
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g
s

522

Spelling Rules:  W
ords containing the letter string ’ough’ w

here the sound is /o/ as in boat or 
‘ow

’ as in cow
. 

Introduction
A

s w
e discovered in the last lesson, there are m

any w
ays that the 

graphem
e ‘ough’ can be pronounced. This list w

ill  look at w
ords 

w
ith the /ow

/ sound. Can children rem
em

ber any of the w
ords w

e 
looked at last w

eek w
ith the /ow

/ sound spelled ‘ough’?

M
ain 

Teaching 
A

ctivity 

A
sk children to copy dow

n the spelling list and highlight the w
ords 

that contain the /ow
/ sound for the ‘ough’ graphem

e. See if they 
can w

ork out the sound for each of the other w
ords in the spelling 

list.

Independent 
A

ctivity
U

se they pow
er point slide and get children to either draw

 a line to 
m

atch the w
ord w

ith the correct sentence or otherw
ise to copy 

dow
n the correct sentences on to their w

hiteboards, adding the 
suitable w

ord.
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Spellings

though

although

dough

doughnut

rough

enough

tough

plough

bough 

toughen

Stage: 5 Spelling Rules:  Words containing the letter string ’ough’ where the sound is /o/ as in boat or 
‘ow’ as in cow. 

List: 22

Even ______ I 
was there, I 

didn’t see.

“You need to 
_________ 

up.”

My favourite 
food is 

_____________!
The boys were 

told off for 

being too 
___________.

The explorer 
was very 

_______ to 
survive that.

The _______ 
feel from the 

tree.

You need to 
knead the 

_______ well.

The farmer 
used the 

__________.

_______ it 
is raining, it 

is not cold.

“I’ve had 
______!”

Draw a line to match each spelling to an appropriate sentence.



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt

though

although

dough

doughnut

rough

enough

tough

plough

bough 

toughen

Stage: 5 Spelling Rules:  Words containing the letter string ’ough’ where the sound is /o/ as in boat or ‘ow’ 
as in cow. 

Name:
List: 22



Spellings

sought bought

although tough

nought thought

doughnut ought

thoughtfulness though

enough dough

bough plough

brought wrought

fought afterthought

toughen rough

Stage: 5 Spelling Rules: Words containing the letter string ’ough’ where the sound is /o/ as in boat or 
‘ow’ as in cow. 

Name:
List: 22

Sort all of the 
spellings from 

the two lists 
into the correct 

group by sound. 

ow 
sound

oa
sound

aw 
sound

Like boat

Like cow

Like paw


